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LMS STUDENT-MUSIC PROGRAM AIMS FOR THE STARS 

By Steve Peacock 

“Music is the universal language of mankind,” Henry Wadsworth Longfellow once wrote – and 

if you doubt the poet’s belief in the universality of such harmonic expression, just look toward 

the rising stars of Lakewood Middle School (LMS) and you will likely change your mind. 

About one in four students currently participates in performing-arts classes and activities, 

including more than 100 Piner youngsters in the orchestra alone. And although some obstacles 

remain in expanding the program, the Lakewood Board of Education—and the community at 

large—is increasingly responsive to meeting those needs. 

 “We want to keep growing the program,” 9th-year LMS band teacher Andrew Fodor said. 

Despite some hindrances, expansion gradually continues, “But of course we want to see the 

percentage of participating students go up. It’s unfortunate that many students cannot afford to 

buy their own instruments.”  

In light of those challenges, the Board at its October 31, 2019 meeting asked if purchasing 

additional instruments would help the program, and LMS Principal Richard Goldstein, of course, 

embraced the opportunity. 

No matter what amount of additional assistance the Board ultimately agrees to provide, LMS 

student-musicians and staff stand to gain from it, 2nd-year LMS orchestra teacher Austin Barney 

said.  

Even if the LMS music program, for example, simply puts another ten instruments into the hands 

of students, such an incremental boost nevertheless is significant: it means that ten fewer 

students would have to be turned away—or else steered to a second-choice performing arts 

option, Mr. Barney added. 

Music in the Parks 

Another benefit of expanding the LMS music programs is the heightened ability of Lakewood 

middle schoolers to participate in competitions, Mr. Fodor then noted.  

LMS for the past four years has participated in the Music in the Parks festival, a nationwide 

program touting itself as a competition that provides a “year-end assessment by an outside panel 

and reinforces music skills that have been presented by your faculty.” 

While the competitions take place at different schools each year, in New Jersey the initiative 

culminates in a large gathering at Six Flags Great Adventure in nearby Jackson Township.  



2 | P a g e  
 

And while LMS is proud of its most recent 2nd place standing at the event, both of our LMS 

music educators are eager to have their student-musicians aim for and achieve 1st place in the 

future.  

Community Pride and Support 

Regardless of competition placement, community pride in the efforts and accomplishments of 

Lakewood students is of paramount importance, particularly to Mr. Barney, who was born and 

raised in Lakewood. Several of his siblings currently attend or are alumni of the Lakewood 

Public School District. Additionally, as a commercial establishment, the Barney name is well-

known among locals: indeed, the name of Barney’s Service Center, a long-time family business 

in this town, can be found as a sponsor of the Pine Needle Annual, the LHS yearbook, in editions 

going back many decades. 

Speaking of community, LMS must count on community support in order to register for, and 

transport students to, Music in the Parks every year. 

“In order to send our students to the festival, we have to raise the funds ourselves,” Mr. Fodor 

said.  

Consequently, he is encouraging supporters to come to the Chipotle restaurant on Route 9 in 

Howell for a fundraiser on Saturday, November 16. The only thing customers need to do that day 

is order a delicious meal and make sure to inform their server they are there for the LMS 

fundraiser; Chipotle, in turn, will donate to the LMS music program a portion of payments 

received for those meals. 

The generosity of corporate sponsors likewise benefits LMS music endeavors such as the Winter 

Concert at the Strand Theater. 

Principal Goldstein pointed out that donations from Lakeland Bank have been instrumental in 

covering some of the costs of holding the musical extravaganza at the Strand.  

Mr. Goldstein likewise expressed appreciation for the assistance of Fran Whitney, Strand 

operations manager, for facilitating the experience for LMS students. Indeed, two concerts—one 

for 6th graders and the other jointly for 7th & 8th graders—were sold out last winter. 

And what an experience it was for the LMS boys and girls, Fodor pointed out. 

In addition to the excitement of participating in a public performance, many of the students at 

that point of their lives had never stepped foot in such magnificent venue as the historic Strand. 

“A lot of them had never been there before,” Mr. Fodor said. “It was amazing to watch them stop 

and stare.”  



3 | P a g e  
 

LMS students, appreciative of what the Strand has to offer, have reciprocated in being generous. 

Last year they raised $200 during a dress-down day at the school, which they donated to the non-

profit theater. 
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